Homophones

Homophones are words which sound the same, but have different meanings and are spelt differently.  They cause a lot of confusion and your computer’s spell check cannot help you with them.  Here is a list of some of the most common homophones.  You may want to look at it when you use the spell check and if you come across other homophones, add them to this list.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

air

-
It’s good to be out in the fresh air.




I put the clothes outside to air.

heir

-
He was the only heir to the throne.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ate

-
He ate hamburger and chips for lunch.

eight

-
I’ll pick you up at eight o’clock.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------bear

-
I can’t bear  your teddy bear!

bare

-
The baby was running around with a bare bottom.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------break

-
Don’t break that vase!  




I’m tired and I need a break.
brake

-
He needed a new brake on his bike.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------by

-
We had reached the cottage by the river by ten o’clock.

buy

-
Would you like me to buy you a rose?

bye

-
I said, ‘Bye,’ to my mother before I drove off.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------current
-
Her current boyfriend is much nicer than the last one.




The electric current flowed through the circuit.

currant
-
Fancy a currant bun?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------dear

-
She is a dear little girl.  




The meal was very dear and we didn’t have enough money to pay for it.

deer

-
Bambi is a deer.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------fare

-
How much is the bus fare home?

fair

-
It’s not fair to pay some people more than others.



-
He had fair hair and blue eyes.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------flower

-
The primrose is a pretty flower.

flour

-
He couldn’t make me a cake because he’d run out of flour.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------hair

-
I like men with long hair.

hare

-
The hare ran fast to get away from the dogs.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------here

-
Come here and meet my wife.

hear

-
Sorry, can you say that again?  I didn’t hear you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

key

-
We lost our key so we couldn’t open the door.




The speaker made a key point.

quay

-
The fishermen sold their catch on the quay.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------main

-
He crashed my car on the main road but the main thing is that he’s okay.

mane

-
The horse had a scruffy mane.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------meet

-
Nice to meet you.

meat

-
We like meat and potatoes.

mete

-
It was the king’s job to mete out punishment (not a common word.)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

muscle

- 
She pulled a muscle in her leg.

mussel

-
I like eating mussels in white wine.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

new

-
He bought a brand new car.

knew

-
I knew from the start that she was the one for me.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------no

-
I have no money.

know

-
I don’t know what you mean.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------not

-
We have not been on holiday this year.

knot

-
Can you untie this knot?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

or

-
You can stay here or come with us.

oar

-
My boat has lost an oar so I can’t get anywhere.

ore

-
They found a rich vein of iron ore to mine.

awe

-
I looked at the exploding volcano with awe.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------piece

-
Have a piece of cake.

peace

-
Go away!  I need some peace and quiet!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

poor

-
They were so poor, they had no shoes.

pour

-
Can you pour the tea?

pore

-
Her blocked pore had turned into a spot.

pore

-
They love to pore over their books for hours on end.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------rain

-
I’m fed up with all the rain we’ve been having.

reign

-
The queen had a long and happy reign.

rein

-
The horse’s rein had broken so the rider could not stop it.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------right

-
Yes, you are right.  




He had no right to do that.




They drive on the right in France.

write

-
He loves to write letters.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------road

-
The road was dusty and full of potholes.

rode

-
She rode her horse every day on the beach.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------see

-
I can see what you mean.

sea

-
I love swimming in the sea.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

sell

-
I love that painting.  Would you sell it to me?

cell

-
The scientists looked at the cell under a microscope.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------so

-
You are so kind!




He was tired so he went to bed.

sew

-
I can’t knit and I can’t sew either.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------stairs

-
He went up the stairs to bed.

stares

-
She stares into the mirror all day long.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

sure

-
I’m sure I’ve met you before.

shore

-
The lovers walked together along the shore.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

tail

-
A rabbit has got a fluffy tail.
tale

-
Cinderella is a fairy tale.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------there

-
There is a man over there.

their

-
We went to their house.

they’re = they are
They’re very nice.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

to

-
I had to rush to get to work before five to nine.

two

-  
I’ve got two brothers.

too

-
‘I was too tired for partying so I stayed in.’  ‘Me too.’

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

vain

-
He’s so vain; he thinks he’s absolutely gorgeous.

vein

-
She pointed to a blue vein in her wrist.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

waist

-
My waist got much thicker after I had my four children.

waste

-
Switch that tap off!  Don’t waste water.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------wait

-
Wait here.  I’ll only be five minutes.
weight

-
I must go on a diet.  I’ve put on weight.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------way

-
Can you tell me the way to the Post Office?

weigh

-
How much do you weigh?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------weather
-
The weather was sunny and warm.

whether
-
She didn’t know whether to laugh or cry.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------week

-
I will be back in a week.

weak

-
He felt weak because he hadn’t eaten all day.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------which

-
She wasn’t sure which way to go.

witch

-
She dressed up as a witch at Halloween.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------would

-
Would you like some more wine?

wood

-
Robin Hood lived in a wood.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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