	vowels
	a, e, i, o, u and sometimes y

	consonants
	b, c, d, f…etc.

	prefix
	group of letters fixed to the front of a word which change its meaning, e.g. un-, dis-, re-, pre-

	suffix
	group of letters fixed to the end of a word which change its meaning, e.g. -ness, -ing, 
-ful, -est

	root word
	the base form of a word which cannot be broken down into a smaller unit of meaning, e.g. friend, happy, slow

	syllables
	the ‘beats’ in a word, e.g. important has 3 

	stressed syllable
	the part of the word that you say the most clearly and loudly, e.g. kan-ga-roo


